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4 Custom Builders Get Creative with Infill Sites
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By Suson Body, Contrbuling Editor

st all custom home bulldsrs get a portion —

if niet all — of thelr busines from scatteped-site

ifall proparties, but In recent pears that busivess

has bean growing. *The economy today dlctates
- m what we can and cammet de,” says Lou Beandet,
a partner with BRG Customn Homes n Southfield, Mich, “Infill i<
certalnly the way fo ga.”

With the aging of suburban bousing stock n majer metropolitan
aread ke Boston, Chicago, Detiodt, and Lo Angeles, opportunlty has
come kneckdng for high-srd custom ballders. This is particulady true
im the Seuth Bay, part of the southwest peninsula of Los Angeles
County that streteles dlong Santa Mondea Bay, “Thers's been a
tremendows amourt of constraction here becane the Land valise i
queat and the howmes are peaching the end of thelr useful life  says
Clirls Bampel of Rocketaller Partmers Avchitects, El Segunde, Calif.
“We've talklng prme locations with junker buldings oo them.”
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Affluent lomesowrsrs can snap up chedes lots at reasonable
prices, and they'te showing a preference for alder nelghborlweds
avar new subdbvizions. “Custom home subdivlsions are very nloe,
bt thesie's not a Lt of Landscapding wet and the trees aven't matune,*
says Heaudet. Estabdished, opseale retghborhoods have a cachet
new developments Lack, and they've dos to good schools, public
trarspartation, shopping, and other amenities,

Like homeowmers wio dechds to wemodel instead of move, tear-
dowr/rebialld clisnts s the value of mvesting 1o their land and come
mupdby, That trend 1s Ukely to continee untl the eal astate markst
stabdlizes, says Mark Famahar of Castle Kook Constructon, Lake
Fursch, DL *Unedl lard prices adjust, people will be loeking to buwdld
e hiemes on sltes where they have an egqulty stake,” Farahar says.

Each of the infll sites described in the following pages affered
uniguee apportunitiEs and challenges, s you'll see, the designs are
just as spactacular



Bali modern on the beach

[nfluenced by the architecture of Ball and Tahitl, this Manhat-

tan Heach, Callf, home malntalns a sesene pressice n a dense
nedghbarhood. It veplaces a 19308 beach bongalow that was sorely
1N meed af repalr

Thee cverriding goal wes to capitalize an wlews of the Facific
Oeean and Malibu coastline. But the challenges were dannting: a
Hight building ervelope (30 by 60 feet); a 30-foot hebglit ety
Hemns a 6-fast slope acrass the width of the ste; 3-fost satbacks
an each sbhde; and the cliy's open-space requiement.

Architect Ches Kempel says the dients wantad to convey the
stylistle Flawor of Ball and Tahatl, where they eften vacatloned.
“The temm we cotresd was ‘Ball medem™ says Eempsl, “It infanmed
every deckslon we mads, from the woods we selected to the fin-
ighes and the shape of the reof.”

About a dozen species of wood were used incduding western mda

Frosecd: Elid Fissl iekalngs
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[heaigoed /aichilect: Rockalsllor Panpers Bichilecta ) Bagerads, Calil
Maiide: Wilsim Cirrdrodion, Lasmibd, CSl

Fladea: Fric Baubomain

gldlng, Honduan mahogany doors and windows, dark-stained calk,
taak, kaa, ard zebraweod. Hullder Joff Wilson crafted a batlmooem
vanaty out of monkey pod, a durable, eo-fidendly hardwoed.

Kernpel mecebmized the site's bulldabde area with a 4 500-square-foot
desglyn that has two levels plus a bassment, Ab the core ks a 108 14-foot
Fen ganden with a stone fountaln and woed deck. “IFs 2 quist placs
i the woanb of the house ™ he says, The maln Hdng ames are on the
tip flsan, whene full-height glass provides unol=stoacted wiews of the
ocean, Bedoms ase on the swond lessl, with the master solte at the
froeit of the home. The front enfianee s abo on this el

Om the basement level, which 15 partly above ground, 1s a threse-
car, pear-loaded garage, a lwome office that faces the strsat, and a
fromt oo called the beach room. “Some shordng was wquired in
apder to add this level,” wys Wilson. “We had to lower the grade
and budld retabning walls.”
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Early American

When Jm and Susammah Bowers tore down thedr 61-pear-old

homee In Winchester, Mass., they comslderad stick-bullding a vesw
home oo the alte, But after getting a few quotes from architects,
they found another aption that better fit thelr budgst.

Connor Homes in Mlddlebury, V., designs, cats, ad pre-assem-
bles mary architectueal elements, such as wall ssctions, entoy-
ways, comices, wehams, and rake overhangs, i thelr Middleburny
ahop. The companmy specializes In arehitecturally comect wprodae-
tems of traditienal sbyles such as Georglan, Greak rewival, Cape,
saltbox, and shimgle style.

“We loved the style of archibectuns, the attentbon to datadl, and
the top-guality craftsmarship,” says Hm Bowers, “We alse recog-
nized that thelr process achleves sconomies of seale by kasiagng
the factory setting. The quality and [petential] savings added up
to a gueat waloe.”

A Carmor design callad the Walter Edgacomb House was the
atarting podnt for the Bowers home. The Edgecomb is a Gearglan-
atyle home with a wide frent porch, a Falladian windens, ard heawy
petiod trim such as flated cormer pilastars and dentil moldings. Jim
and Susannah warked with Conpar architect Svery Hamdlton and
Gall s, divector of business development, to adapt the Edgecomb

Prigedd: fagued eeaidsnce
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to thedr specifications. The couple owned a 19-acme lot on a oal-de-
sac with an unusual, almost L-shapesd footprint. Sstbacks lmdted
thee bubldable area, and theye were some grading leswes,

Hamblton scalesd down the arginal plan from £ 740 ta 3,500
square feat. Instead of a tuck-under garage, whdeh would e
detvacted fram the bome's curh appeal, the garage was placed 6
fesst below grade and facing the street. Jim and Susarmal aloo ve-
configueed the eem layout, opened up the EKifchesn to the famdly
ropm, enlarged the master suite, put the laundry room upstales,
and added a back porch.

Thex mesw home looks ke an old bome that has bean added
apte aver time, says Hamdlton, “It's not a vanilla bex — s very
ammate. The Ubrary has a coffered celling and the stair hall has
castom mewel posts and elliptical aichways.” CB

Prigedd: Breors resinss

Lacatnn Sincheontar, Mass.

Houars foatwge. 3 500

[Feaigend | aicditect: eery Honiflon, Ceapot Hemea,
Niddlshnin M.

Huiids: Batidwin Hornes, B, Masa,
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This home is located In an upscals Detrolt suburh, bot is

uonten LIS
remdnlecent of 4 Hucks County. I'a., farmbiouse. “The dients
wanted a home that would sespect the nedghborhood " says
architect 1B, Ruthly, whose three-level design appears ta
be o more than 192 stores from the strest. “We kept a lot
alb the fradifonal massing of a farmhons:, Breaking 1T down
with a detached garage that & convected by a bieezeway
with a mudeoom and Lundny soam.”

At one end af the lot, a steep grade diops 50 feet to
& river. Buthig backed the house up to the grade to taks
alvantage of the views. The homeowners enjoy the scen-
eny from a wood deck that is campletely cantilevered by
braced cadar baams.

Bullder Lou Beaudst ecalls that some drastic st
tural enginesring was required to accommedate retaining

walls that were Integral ti the gte: “Whare the house

French Country comfort

The B0x300-foot Lot was by for the Chicage suburb of Ar-
lmgtan Halbghts, ML, and teo goed for bailder/decgner Mark

Farrahar's clients t

Franch Country-style home with a side-loaded garage, a frst-

fleor quest suite, and a home office that was separated from

the kltchen and other living areas,

el beigos; il ok Gomsracion, Lk arich B,
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up. They wanted a 5,000-square-foot,

ended, the foundation contnoed to SaTve as & etaining
wall. There are walkouts on both zldec ™

Although the metal woaf and white verties] board-and-hat-
tan shling ape pure farmbouse, the windows tell a contempa-
rary shony. A mix of white gingle- and double-bung windows
and Edack frameess windows aeate a sharp, ckean leog thak
te canrbed insbde with siple ntenor trim and a soft cobon
palette of whites, grays and black aceents. The clisnts wantsd
tle home to age with them, so it had o be flexible,

"Tleis are Integrated areas on the maln flaar amd sec-
and oot " Says Hl.|1||.|l|. “For Instance, there's a piecket af-
fice aff the family roem that 1s being used as a hamework
center but eould alse ssrve as a warkstatlon or craft area,
et the garage 1s an additional 500 o 600 square fest
that coubd be twmed tnbo nanmy's guarters or a studle oF a

place far the kids to hang out when they'ne oldes®

Becanse there are smaller one-story hopes on either sida of the

property. Fanahar wanted to awald a twe frant elavation. “1
kept the fromt of the house as low a3 pegsible so it dossn't appear
ton stizlght and vertical, and added a wing wall to make IE leak
wider, Uke a ranch.”

Besdrooms are on the second floor. There's aleo a batemeant
with an Englis le pub, media oo, recreation reom, and

craft weom. The sta g all thres levels and epens up to
of the home. “You can look down from the second floer

all the way to the basement,” be says, The ore thing the home

doean’t have s a Hving room, “The dients didn't want o, 5o owe

ussd that square footage for the guest salts”

getting arcund to the back of the house was a

“& lot aof materials

Farrahar
challenge because the sethacks are so na
had to be brought i by hand,® e says, “Essentially we planped it
from the back forwand.”

The blogest e concemed the pedghbaor to the laft of his clents’
b, “5he was gething water in her backyand from this proparty,
The village made It clear that we had to addeess that ssoe early
ar,” He budlt up the geade to ceate a swale and netalled a drainage

aysten t contiol nanaff from the voof, patio, and driveway,
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