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FINDING SALVATION

Ornate architectural remnants from the past add elegant touches to today’s decor

By Lywye MerRFDITH SCHREIBER

Architectural salvage or buiklhing material
reclamation, call it what you will. Mo matter the
term, 1t's all about uskng a phece of the past o
make today a little more beaatiful

Aeress the country, retailers are finding
there's a pu'{lfll 1o be made from :u.'lli]!lp; orfaLe
fireplace manicls, aged wood doors, faucets,
cupboards, even corhels and chimmey pots, In
many FI|.1L'\¢TG, solicl, detmiled rempnands can be
bamaght for a fraction of what @ would cost o
feproduce tbe same qualiy. But for seme ow-
ol=lhis-workl Th‘lt'u;u.'x. :.'-:lu'l] pay fop dallar 1o
by a bat of hand-carved bric-a-brac.

“Homes nowadays don't have that buile-in
architectural ¢bement, so they're adding in” says
Theresa Schierloh, who owns two Northville
gallerses that sell an preces fashioped from
salvage,

The architecharal salvage imdusiry is in
repewed [ocus because of an inlerest in déecon-
wroacing st opposed 1o demalishing old buakds
imgs, says Kot Buss, president of the Used
Hui'l-rliny_ Materials Association (LUEMAY n
Boulder, Cola. In a market of & few humdred
thousand people, Buss says 3 salvage store can generate ST500000 snmuslly
from the sale of remnants. The hottest demand s for reclaimed flooring, be
S3¥5.
Imterest in old siks, cupboards, doors and stained-glass windows slems,
in part, from the popular shabby-chic irend in decor. Salvage also offers an
affordable alicmative to new brand-name home farnishings

Furpinire sriisans view reclamed objects and raw materials for new
creatbons, “[Take] a wood doos, ten it on is side, paimt b oamd [i%s] a
headboard,” says Melinda Uerling, executive director of Becyele Ann Arbor
"Peaple have taken a board, attached fanceis of different sizes and you've got
a coal rack.”

Even pew houses deserve a bil of nostalgia, says Dominick Tringali,
president of Dominick Tringali Architects in Bloemfield Hills. His fimm buys
F-in.'ce.'r. of h1|.:|||:|i.1|gs. form England and France amnxd '|r||.:|:-'r|1-nr.'|l|.':-: them mio pew
COMSErUCTHA,

T2 HOUR | March 2004

There's an unexpected side advaniage 1o
using uli.'a;.:q.' decar. [t's  eny |r-\.l|!|.|l1|.'|L1.1J|._',-'
corfect because, as Buss explains, commection
amdd demelition comprise 25-40 percent of the
wasle siream ;_z::-inp I landfills. Thal’s 3 benelw
Tringali is embracing. “We're getting into
what's called sustsinable design” he says,
“Instead of taking something and tearing #
down, were abhle 10 rescue 1L Matenals are
searce, and our landfills are genmg full. The
pricing is sometimes more, but b the plece s
anthentic, like and 18208 French fireplace, it'a
the 1alk of everything.™

OF oourse, you have w be sure you'ne o
buying semething hot off a vandal™s meck. The
ethical side of salvage looms Lage, and the key
tx avouding stalen goods = fikling reputable
shops. “It's been such a huge problem in
Detreit, 1 baven't bought any architectural
material i Detroit m oo while,” BAYS Marzsa
l'.';ag‘_uin.-:r. awiver of The H-\.':ri.laEu {'-:rnl.pul:,' 1

Architectaral — Arifacts  and
Amfigques i Boyal Ouk. = only buy
Frooy people | st

Dedicared salvage seckers comb
the country for the perfect plece.
Metra  Detroat has its share of
salvage ourlets, butl somme alicona-
dos abo mek 1w Chicago, where
many ¢ld simciures have been ramed
in recent years, Mew Orleans also
sparks inberest in buyers who seek Lo
mimic the French Quarter fecl with
ihe right pikece of wrought iron,
Seripus salvagers and cross-couniry
travelers maght appreciale this Lp
fram the Buss: Portland, Ore., has the largest salvage masker i the country.

Chnline resounces for salvage and salvage information:

s bl recyele et and Used Building Materiaks Association. www,ubimaorg, &

Schreiber s a Sortlifield-based frevlancer.



